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Well - used in statistcs with varioss distances

“Suppose that a set of k objects is to ranked independently by each of a panel of n judges, and that each
ranking proceeds according to some criterion that presumes a true underlying ordering of the objects.
Mallows (1957) introduces two one-parameter models to describe such a ranking process, the
parameter reflecting the variability of the rankings about the true or modal ordering. The models are
referred to as Mallows' ® and @ models, which are based on the correlation coefficients of Spearman
(1904) and Kendall (1938), respectively. The @ model is further investigated in Feigin and Cohen
(1978), and Diaconis (1982) suggests use of the Mallows' models with other distances.”

Fligner and Verducci, JRSS B (1986)
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